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Environmental Health Environmental Health 
OverviewOverview

!! AsbestosAsbestos
!! Hazard Communication (HAZCOM)Hazard Communication (HAZCOM)
!! Hearing ConservationHearing Conservation
!! Confined SpacesConfined Spaces
!! Respiratory ProtectionRespiratory Protection
!! Radiation/Laser SafetyRadiation/Laser Safety



33dlt/4/14/03dlt/4/14/03

RegulationsRegulations

!! 29 CFR 1910, Occupational Safety and 29 CFR 1910, Occupational Safety and 
Health Standards for General IndustryHealth Standards for General Industry

!! 10 CFR 20, Nuclear Regulatory 10 CFR 20, Nuclear Regulatory 
CommissionCommission

!! ANSI Standards Z136 ANSI Standards Z136 
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AsbestosAsbestos

!! Asbestos may exist in spray applied Asbestos may exist in spray applied 
insulation, floor tiles, pipe lagging, acoustical insulation, floor tiles, pipe lagging, acoustical 
tiles and exterior sidingtiles and exterior siding

!! No one should raise the ceiling tiles or go No one should raise the ceiling tiles or go 
above the ceiling unless appropriately trained above the ceiling unless appropriately trained 
or approved by OMEHSor approved by OMEHS
–– All work to be performed above the ceiling will be All work to be performed above the ceiling will be 

done after hours unless approved by OMEHSdone after hours unless approved by OMEHS
!! Any suspect debris should be reported to Any suspect debris should be reported to 

OMEHS OMEHS 
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Chemical UsageChemical Usage

!! Employees trained in Hazard CommunicationEmployees trained in Hazard Communication
!! Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) available Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) available 
!! Employees trained on correct use of PPEEmployees trained on correct use of PPE
!! Ensure containers are properly labeledEnsure containers are properly labeled
!! Chemicals should be stored in appropriate cabinets/areasChemicals should be stored in appropriate cabinets/areas
!! Segregate chemicals according to compatibilitySegregate chemicals according to compatibility
!! Limit quantities Limit quantities 
!! Dispose of outDispose of out--dated chemicalsdated chemicals
!! Proper chemical disposalProper chemical disposal——contact Environmental contact Environmental 

Engineering DepartmentEngineering Department
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Container LabelingContainer Labeling

!! Label all containers Label all containers 
!! Labeling consists of: name (as it appears Labeling consists of: name (as it appears 

on the MSDS) & appropriate hazard on the MSDS) & appropriate hazard 
warningswarnings

!! Replace torn or damaged labelsReplace torn or damaged labels
!! Label containers that have had Label containers that have had 

chemicals transferred into themchemicals transferred into them
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Material Safety Data Sheets Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS)(MSDS)

!! Readily accessible for each chemical used Readily accessible for each chemical used 
within the work areawithin the work area

!! User responsible for submitting copy of User responsible for submitting copy of 
MSDS to OMEHS following acquisitionMSDS to OMEHS following acquisition

!! OMEHS maintains Master fileOMEHS maintains Master file
!! Access through intranetAccess through intranet----

–– http://eemo.msfc.nasa.gov/environmental/haz_mat/msds_search.http://eemo.msfc.nasa.gov/environmental/haz_mat/msds_search.
htmhtm
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Posted Noise AreasPosted Noise Areas

!! Areas with routine noise levels of 85 Areas with routine noise levels of 85 
dBA or greater will be posteddBA or greater will be posted

!! Notify OMEHS for Monitoring/SurveyNotify OMEHS for Monitoring/Survey
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Hearing ProtectionHearing Protection

!! Required when noise levels are 80 dBA Required when noise levels are 80 dBA 
TWA or greaterTWA or greater

!! Provided to the employees as neededProvided to the employees as needed
!! Available through MSFC Supply Store Available through MSFC Supply Store 

or OMEHS (limited supply)or OMEHS (limited supply)
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Confined SpaceConfined Space

!! A space large enough that an employee A space large enough that an employee 
can enter and perform work, not can enter and perform work, not 
designed for continuous occupancy and designed for continuous occupancy and 
has limited or restricted means for entry has limited or restricted means for entry 
or egressor egress

!! Contact OMEHS for evaluationContact OMEHS for evaluation
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Confined Space Entry Confined Space Entry 
RequirementsRequirements

!! Prior to entry, a confined space entry Prior to entry, a confined space entry 
procedure and permit must be procedure and permit must be 
approved by OMEHS and Safety & approved by OMEHS and Safety & 
Mission Assurance OfficesMission Assurance Offices

!! All confined spaces must be postedAll confined spaces must be posted
!! Prior to entry, all personnel entering Prior to entry, all personnel entering 

must have a current physical must have a current physical 
examinationexamination
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Respiratory ProtectionRespiratory Protection

!! Required when employees may be Required when employees may be 
exposed to harmful dusts, mists, fumes, exposed to harmful dusts, mists, fumes, 
gases, smoke, sprays, etc., which cannot gases, smoke, sprays, etc., which cannot 
be eliminated by adequate engineering be eliminated by adequate engineering 
controls, substitution of materials, or controls, substitution of materials, or 
other means.other means.

!! Evaluations performed by OMEHSEvaluations performed by OMEHS
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Radiation/Laser SafetyRadiation/Laser Safety
!! Assure areas where radiation or laser Assure areas where radiation or laser 

producing sources are located are adequately producing sources are located are adequately 
posted and operate under approved SOPsposted and operate under approved SOPs

!! Assure interlocks are installed on appropriate Assure interlocks are installed on appropriate 
entrances and/or equipment to prevent entrances and/or equipment to prevent 
inadvertent exposuresinadvertent exposures

!! Assure radiation or laser producing devices Assure radiation or laser producing devices 
have been registered with OMEHShave been registered with OMEHS
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Blood or Other Potentially Blood or Other Potentially 
Infectious Materials (OPIM)Infectious Materials (OPIM)

!! Never try to clean up a blood spill or Never try to clean up a blood spill or 
OPIMOPIM

!! Secure or block off the area to prevent Secure or block off the area to prevent 
others from contacting itothers from contacting it

!! Call Custodial Services @ 4Call Custodial Services @ 4--79777977
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Sharps ContainersSharps Containers

!! Never dispose of needles, lancets or any Never dispose of needles, lancets or any 
other form of sharps in trash receptaclesother form of sharps in trash receptacles

!! Available to Center Employees who use Available to Center Employees who use 
needle injected medications or lancetsneedle injected medications or lancets

!! Available at Medical CenterAvailable at Medical Center
!! Carry filled container to the Medical Carry filled container to the Medical 

Center Center 
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Telephone NumbersTelephone Numbers

!! Medical Center/Environmental Health Services   Medical Center/Environmental Health Services   
544544--2390 2390 

!! Respiratory Protection ServicesRespiratory Protection Services
544544--4483/5444483/544--44844484

!! OnOn--site Emergenciessite Emergencies
911911

!! Blood SpillsBlood Spills
544544--7977/5447977/544--4000 (after hours) 4000 (after hours) 

!! HelpHelp--LineLine
544544--4357 4357 
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